‘fe a eal Me PAP ra r) ) % My 4 Py aE ar u/Ny i an oa) / ohm 
J GY ho a 4 i [% 
“teense RAW A ee HO fh iu i wa $i Ge w Nt “ s tele a "4 44h. He ue ri 4) y hye yi) ra eK Ay 
SI ha RAL One Wm cm ORC RAO MAH inn has Nl a wi A ik iat ar I 
a Le 4 % \) " as i 
UAE, leche Pa Waris OR yao SOAK Wy iW 4-8 4 iret aed man Ai Bn Hit 
PR rR uae a LRA 
yom 


E44 NF hw Py Le Th TAAL ele 
ve cP it Woh a ‘i He 4 (nied shin He 
Go WY i i} 


= 
aes 


a4 eae : 5 @ 6.4. ‘ 
{ Heth A AL Be A ne toa Hy aye MY 
CER CICA eH 8 OCH Ri A Sitar Walaa “43 iy H8 8 ita Wk i i) 
he eee 6660 OE Sed N A red has «a UAH HM Ava au miei LUA Ap Wytlah KN 
ER LR aC CN MERA RITE MR) hk a Pao) RHR Sie th Me We a} 
We Oh Nee 8488-08 MIS ae ew UA rth) SRW RCRV HORROR toi gy iM Ad A 
Re +H 8M OAC ih Wh Atta taaty 4H RE eM FEW HAF Hh WW Hit 
Oe Ye a ee WA EHS Nyt 40.8 ih Peea a a hit ieiialehaltultiatantnt Ce em (yh! HURL uA Or A 
10 OG aah ANd Beh SA. aaa a eH WG PON) HASAN WM) Math Th ASEM fe Ad A eye vient 
arts a iC eH KN RAR NY OCR NA Sr ile ii ent aM Aaa ea WN iil weak \ 
J \ MJ 6 SEBS hOB “if Kolti 4 rs i 
Beek COCO Ra a SOR ‘ot sah t RK Re aici pt i Ky) shhataty ang LA Me 
OO, OTERO AA BLAU RR ARR A HA Nr NOY ‘ RAMA Hm atatieasi he Week 
CY RR SAA Aa Wh, DLO ni Kec Gets vee wh! FLAW a  y 
A iY LA VOL Ur ut WAAR aii wa 4 tk si ON ya yy ib Wilh eA ti) } f i | yi 4h, hou Ne Wi 
FIN STEM E GAN OH RY ih VEX i atta Pra he Wet B COMMA ih by oH 
Pa as, Pens ) Fs Ad i, A aD ‘ ‘Sh HN 49 Bl Ar Mn i TAL, : Wd 4); 

a eet aa 54) 8 Ya L\ i Py eh ed 

Py a work: sale OGRE ENO HH aM wi Wy 


4% enh “K 6 bt ae 4 
Px i a Me “\ i's late We : a Pha 4 wenn ot ss “Abi ee ne a 
Wad HOON ai mf HAD yi A KM ate Ki Wats iit (i hy) iy balla Ai y 
ONAN SSS MAO ERR KRU VIO innnnattanant 
em) t ity! is A) on i % a i ry Li ay a bi a AI Wei A444) HN COLA SAL aL es ALUN hy ii Hp) i iat Han I A He Wy * ‘it ne on 

hy Dn MG ai 3 fi My Cie mi bu “Af } ; | t Wey 4 shat A oC AA iW Ay. { Wish ii bt tit ahs \ i te f iti 


owe Mo 
yn 
NOOR HOD ‘ih th Vali wa i saat eee = 


tH Gata ed Pe i a, Wal se: Wied 
Pa ROA Wa OU on ail 
PA Ce Tet HN Deel eM SADR WeWed 


F 1 f J ia a 4 
ae eee ec PT QC Wee a 
uy a FA NS Hose A Meat 
x 64 eo «hy 
Wy 1 


vid) a 

AW A th, 

Hid iv mi 
LAL Mu pone i 


weve 


ed cit iit Hu 


1.0 Atl 


on Heth. a a 

* ceva n it) i . - ee 

Patan Veaew eel ( Be A Hh 

; aay a ' a ata *y Ka ae en. Ae diay Ah i iM eat elite fh ; We tte ani i caf GO yt F 

Wx +n i! Aa AL th ribo iS it areal 

a8 Wi: VOI AA SRE NANNY wa HK y Mihai Hat i ee ine iti 

Ro OAR NN i ee 
i M4) vity (asia it 


na wile 


Hy 
i i . ise 
i 


ay 

et oh ¥ v, i a ) \ a 4h 
+ Aiea ‘a wt i a het ") i i 4 is AN. ; 
‘ vi ey ay ii cy ti HY 

(4d yee te wa Do) 

jie ne na Nd ii LA a Ait, I 

ti TRON LE BRM ih 

At aa Ei 

v ‘Moikell 9 ay Hs uta Ni ra A 
a amu i 

‘see araawene i) RUD TA 


. 1 
a icy v4 na LK KA 4 1A Ath fi Aye we 
Pee P He i 
Ce a { “ff 
ia a. tors i's Me ee ite A it 
4 th 


i} ; 
Ms - ny _ 


% f 
; i a Pilani ee HREM KK 
, fs fg | i iW i} Mos 
a i ; Fab rh my M sy 48," Ua Eh Hee i ij Me ny Br DA be vi 
‘dz te eancat lay! tattle ‘at i HERR MRLRLA 
Pe Aah A ra Unrate when " silat 
8 GING a, Ai he Maen wa sf) GMa a ii ‘\ AMA Gi Mary se 
0 Mw aig RW Ek AM WH st He ye: yt 
a el 3 ae Wii. WA nA AY uN ty i fh 
ie athe AD Mt a 4a wal ii i, i N: hy tly ay nae 
sel i A TH WA TAA sail a 
4 WW of a 


1k lags Pa fh, Db 
ny 8.80 08 Wy 8s 
4 Ye Shik fs 
Ui i iealans SN A 
ns iy A tay li iN Ae 
tt (s Pu 
hake My vk i nif A, ia aN 
cui 


ie 


ae 


ara 
ee 
hate 


i ri 
oi fe cn 
“feats Nth ae 
“es ‘ i WS ts 
Km a " bh i alk 1 ie fH ii Mi) M (cil K 
Bei Ee 4 GAN ie WA Tech| Pata 
CAs Arar wea ‘ hee ata 4 Wa ft AECL aa 
"s } Ga ‘e Wa), iF Yaa a atl mi Ki i Whe a I 
et Tet) Ca F| le 
ane POC 6 mi io uy se ry WW so ie 
7 Suen AG Tia i Nien 
i om iii ii 


ATOM 
a4 Pas a pee a ad y 
r) +4 ews 

aw tt ih M83 
Me 
Aas 


Fi , a ani M AP 
‘s ¥ Ps he Pit Nhe ih etait! Ci 
hy mie Ge M en Het {i N SKY si 
F A) Ai Mork iL i Ms i, ue a) A 
Ths 


"i hel Steureg yan 

© Rg ieAibeAL He ir a 4 
WS Cw gt holly hei 
ae i Wx aK malatnn i ha Pci ae ih 


5 A rar aig ay 

* arene ‘ita he tH, Hee ey i" ui i 
in f 4. AL UNSW a tat ' 

(yi payi t 

# Cet ; fit i cs A a a 

4 wihatahe J a “ Ps ‘ ‘e 

CURT Y 6 i, i 

wa iid ait ay ‘: i, % 


‘i Hoy A 3 
ae tk, od eatenaci te ina AWPU Wren a 
ta Ue) sini Ae ‘ily Maes 
ip a ates wr ae ms We ach 
A rlattitt ey RRA OR? 
th WO A edly is Ae i 
; 4 ‘ Mt Ry We (F tt ee i Ae i) 
hig ai 


a 


U it ani 
va \ 


Cs LM 
i 
i A i Ni alt aso 


teh 


TN Re 

Hie ae 
had cite 
ie 


’ ee, 

© oe ae a eg 

Py MNO RR WH aD 
a4 


i } is | 
Te 

tate th t) 
ifpoieclmanare seo il its 
noe 


vale 


Pat mt ted ae ee i" 
i ats ey Pore ea | 
tel Ma AC 4. a By sit f 
eg f i 4 A a N 
i iy ie ee Si ae se a 
ao RRC) i ee Seen ree 
: q Nit PR ALM A yi ie , niin " 
Wt ie nite ae wi Ae Aa o Ah We ! a he ‘ ae sian ee CUE nit 
i fies naw ee a ee on ak a 
eas Pa aynyy a 


I “ie : 
Se ae nf 
bs i it 


wk it 3) H i iy he sf iN i t 
Lis ie Oi A 
PANN: 


ANY ie ke i 
TL Ml 


oem aa ar ha ei ie | 
Sea aa oe eid Catytatatn tg a's i) 
aa 4 4 i Aan 5 


‘e. ‘ 
4 : a eae, 
wil vt iat ya att Hat NCAT A A iy I Hite ane 
¢ FA a Uther ‘ hei ‘ aspen hated iv "i q ih } 3 | 
¥ a 4 A wr i ct ie If ; Shhh Ny ha mI f SAT ate “hy A nici ny 
owe! r ' Wa y a) ye te Ce a 
it mei i yt i iii Ml 


ai Aiba 
wt task: 


q Libri devbanteihe (he 
oe if 
vit iets Le is 


fi 6 ’ 
Byatt ttatitstal 4 e <i iy 
i 4 oe RRR et ae A j 

SOD OU CR AM HG Lee 
Ce CAL Ga ow 


Shetee tr owen gen any nee ‘ 
V PR, ee ae Py it) tt ‘ rit a ao 4 : vee 
DR BO 4) Perey eae 
et YU Ae Pre ea ie Geo 
ee Al +AU ' por 


vO WA kr 
ait-a uy 4 i 


ie oan cara 
ONT ' D 
NH an i! ae: 
hkslhnk 
ys 


" F 
ne age a 
ria’ oh nary fh 
Sa 


Rt hi 
t 


iss 
wae ays 


Age one Ged Whee 
yy 
Wai nara 


dl ek 
‘ “ if aenar vi arty ie 
ace Hapa lealtaaln sl 
* oy te al a Asin ent ee aX XH ‘ 
Y Ey we h Tae ie, ott 
By eh f if 
‘ LAA ny & dati i 2 8 ‘ 4 een ag tS oH 
V1Pees og oh oot #08 a 
ACE Oe anes OR 1 oP RAN sata re AO 
* yescingy Pv en ee oe) Hibs saline tana nae ar 
eee ree ehn eee See aw ACH ye CONAN 
J / aie CA iY e, et ae Sys ie O in 
ar ete Wood 


a Avi ey 
*tationegnais ty »” Ws 


Reta wr a ue ne WA Hip Sts 

: 7 » ite on) Ae ee Oe ry 

si Re af sit fie retaciUn YW A PH AU AP 
‘doa. ie nin 


» i on . 

COCR E 

UP A ke Ud 
U ‘ Ra 


ray ie 
‘a yee ch 
iar a sti 


ai 
OO ma rasa 
ine AR siete 


MRS eh 


OR MAAR 
) AONE 
t A de 


* 
Ae nT 
ree W008 ha eR Hod a ae 
taouavee we a ee et 


Ge 
979.402 
Si26s 
17355834 


REYNOLDS 1 


GENEALO: ae GY ¢ Fos 


Sal US TORICAL 
LE THON 


| 
| 


on 


ALLEN COUNTY P 


UBLIC LIBRARY 


iy 


Signal Will “Wonder Field” 


"Ulf ae 


<i, 
Ki Y 
a 
(4s 


/ yy ZR - 
| My, ZS 


' ie 
Y y y Wy wie A /} 


. 
Vo, fae 
XS 
at 


rr 


; 
hws) “Z 


Porn Mijpory (Y brewrn 
UUtaep bile -w 


a Be. j 
ate OR ff 
; 
males 
ts < 
Rye 


OIL WELL CLEAN-OUT TOOLS 


SUCTION BOILERS °*® SAND PUMPS °¢* PERFORATION WASHERS 


JARS °* QUICK-CHANGE ROPE SOCKETS ° TUBING TESTING ° 


SNATCHERS. 


KOU WHILE OBE GLAD. YOU. DID 


2853 Cherry Ave., Long Beach 7, California 


—A World Wide Organization Since 1929— 


Yee) ae) a) ) ee) a) an) sn) en) ee) ee) 


EXTERIORS 
iy yy 


YOUR HOME CAN 
BE BEAUTIFUL! 


fee) || ee We'll Stake Our 
ERIORS Reputation on That! 
COMPLETE DECORATING 


— SERVICES — 
%& PAINT CONTRACTING * 


Venetian Blinds - Draperies 
Tile - Re-Upholstering, Etc. 


Gulthoccen 
& ASSO 


2056 CHERRY 


. S 
Vv aa 
Cs sis 
: QWeE 
P WE 
3 


— Al: 
(-Ss 8 424i 


LONG BEACH 


Phone 485-64 


CEMENT. 
DUMP BOILERS ° BRIDGING PLUGS °*® DEPTHOMETERS e WIRE-LINE SNAP-UP | 


CAVIN’S JUNK || 


. 


= Jn) ran) et Jad 2 Jee) Joe ay Se Ja) Eee Re OS 


pe sn Er A a 


cr en SS 


) 


Hi 
y 
1 


ep ey ee TOS ee 


SE Seer ste 


==) =)—=)— 


a=. 


WIAD Se! 


SIGNAL HILL LA FIESTA de ORO NEGRO 


(CARNIVAL OF BLACK GOLD) 


SPONSORED BY: 


SIGNAL HILL BUSINESS — 
ASSOCIATION 


(en (wom ( sn (co (re (cm (wo (ee (os (w 


1'735834 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: 
The grateful appreciation of the editors is extended to the following firms, 
publications and individuals for their assistance in compiling this booklet: 
e LONG BEACH PRESS-TELEGRAM 
e OIL, THE OIL MAN'S MAGAZINE 
® CALIFORNIA DIVISION OF OIL AND GAS 
e CALIFORNIA CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 


8 CITY OF SIGNAL HILL 


Soo 


8 WALTER H. CASE 


e EMMITT RIORDAN 


Q ,' 

) Printed by 

s HARRIS PUBLISHING COMPANY, 

oh 645 East 33rd Street, Signal Hill 7, California 
S : 

Y 


i 


© 
(e) 
z 
1e) 
Zz 
m 
7) 
7 
1@) 


SIGNAL AP Et LA FEE Sti A d 


4 aon bd 
ore 33 , “ > 
Ve: BEUIRORBoS weake > Deo or 


AERIAL VIEW of Signal Hill, looki 


Rear BON 
ng east across the main producing area. The maze of derricks show 


been perforated in the search for petroleum. An estimated 1100 wells are currently producing here. 
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Jening land. 


| Decision to drill the discovery 
ell here came late in 1920, fol- 
owing a survey of the area by 
Shell geologists. Their findings 
showed an anticlinal fold occu- 
bying high ground north of 
ong Beach. From the geological 
report came Shell’s daring de- 
ision to drill the local wild- 


The decision followed by four 
years an unsuccessful attempt 
by the Union oil company to 
joring in a well near Wardlow 
goad and Atlantic avenue. The 


Parly well had been drilled to a 


Y 
fi 
if 


The discovery well was spud- 
ded in on May 2, 1921. Ten inch 
casing was cemented and _ the 
ell was drilled) ahead with 
cable tools. Drilling was carried 
to a depth of 3114 feet, when, 
on June 23, 1921, the sudden 
gusher showed the presence of 
oil beneath the placid landscape. 
he crew that brought in the 


Quickly brought under control, 
| the well was completed two days 
|\later when the flow of petroleum 


}was turned into the tanks. A 
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History of Signal Hill 
“Wonder Field’ Oil 
Production Reviewed 


4| Signal Hill’s oil production history began on June 23, 1921, when petroleum released 
=From the bowels of the earth shot more than 114 feet into the air from Shell oil com- 
pany’s Alamitos No. 1 well. The boom that resulted from this discovery made one of 
he richest communities on earth out of what had previously been semi-arid truck gar- 
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crowd of 500 persons, mostly resi- 
dents of the area, looked on as 
the flow of black gold commenc- 
ad. The first day brought in 590 
barrels of 21.3 gravity oil. The 
original well near Hill street 
and Temple avenue, is still pro- 
ducing. 

Following Shell’s momentous 
discovery, a boom reminiscent of 
gold rush days stirred the area. 
Tent cities sprang up overnight 
and property owners scrambled 
to lease their sites to drilling 
companies. 


Early development of the field 
swept down the southeast 
slope of the hill from the dis- 
covery well. Then the Booth well 
brought in oil near Obispo ave- 
nue and changed the drilling 
trend to the south. Later dis- 
coveries spread _ exploitation 
throughout the area. 


The rush of early drilling was 
not without its share of thrill- 
ing and spectacular disasters. 
Shattering the area for blocks 
around was a blast at General 
Petroleum’s Black & Drake well, 
near Willow street and Walnut 
avenue. The _ gusher covered 
many beautiful homes in the 
area with a thick coat of oil and 
muck. 


In July of 1923, oil coming 
from broken pipe lines was ig- 
nited from nearby boilers and 


3 


turned two derricks into raging 
infernos. Several days later, a 
morning explosion at a manufac- 
turing plant of the Long Beach 
gasoline company caused exten- 
sive damage. Union Oil Com- 
pany’s Community No. 11 blew 
out the same morning and _ un- 
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Coast Supply 
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controllable gases continued to 
escape for several days. 


Perhaps the most terrible dis- 
aster in Signal Hill history oc- 
curred after the flush of discov- 
ery had quieted down. A blast of 
fumes at the Richfield Meador 
plant near Lime avenue and 27th 
street on June 2, 1933, resulted in 
eight deaths and damage esti- 
mated at $250,000. The explosion 
and fire that followed caused 
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Alfred E. Evans Co. 
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ILL LA FIESTA de 
damage to a number of nearby 
residential structures and des- 
troyed several nearby derricks. 
Other mishaps took place at Pa- 
cific and Bixby, the Johnson 
well, E. E. Combs Trust No. 3 
The Ryder, Andrews lease, the 
Lucas Jergins Trust No. 1, Nesa 
No. 1, Shell Church No. 


Shell Wilbur No. 1. 


In its 27 years of production, 
the field has produced an esti- 


~~ 


_| mated 729,239,000 barrels of oil 


and millions of dollars worth of 
natural gas. Signal Hill wells 
for many years supplied inex- 
pensive natural gas to much of. 
the surrounding area. Production 
in the first year was 75,888, with 
a peak production of 68,810,361 
reach in 1923. 


Operations in the field here 
continued with a more or less 
heavy tempo until the _ stock 
market crash of 1929. Widely 
fluctuating market prices for 
several years caused considera- 
ble variance in the volume of 
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activities, but the number of 
producing wells gradually in 
creased to its peak of 1,270 in 
February, 1936. Since that time,# 
the number of operating wells} 
has slipped slowly to a present-@, 
day estimate of 1100, producing ¢ 
about 25,000 barrels a day. : 
A report issued in 1932 by them 
California Division of Oil and) 
Gas divided the Signal Hill field 
into five distinct areas, and sum-|- 
marized developments in each of 
the areas during the first decade} 
of local oil production, including} 
peak years of 1923 to 1929. i 


many respects.” Its outstanding)? 
characteristic, the report said, is} 
the great thicknesses of oil sands 
with interbedded shales that in 
some areaS were unbroken by) 
water sands for a thickness of 


their appearance. These great] 
thicknesses of oil sands, together jy, 
with the close spacing of wells, jx 
has probably resulted in the} 


The following, however, is 
summary of the accomplish- |i! 
ments in each of the five local 
areas, as outlined in the report. | 
Frog Pond Area 


The Frog Pond area is located 


COLTON 


Long Beach 4-8189 
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with a combination string of cas- 
ing cemented at about 6200 feet. 
Wells completed under these 
conditions were good for initial 
productions of 2000 to 3000 bar- 
rells. 


Sat. Nite 
et iy | 


9 p.m. 


Featuring a select line oi 
the Finest Western Appare 
and Equipment for 


Horse 
and 
Rider 


EARLY BOOM, pictured above, found semi-arid farmland quickly covered by oil der- 


n ricks, refineries and allied industrial plants. Many of the early day rigs pictured | 


WF above have either been torn down or replaced by small pumping units. 


vivest to the cemetery at Willow] the locality as well as a number 
éitreet on the southwest. f new wells drilled to the deep- 
ll The original deep zone devel- | °F zone. Later wells were com- 
nment was in an oil zone from pleted from 7100 to 7300 feet, 
Shpproximately 5200 to 6100 feet, 
hut as in all cases of deep sand 
ktevelopment, someone prospects 
Yahead for possible deeper  pro- 
SHuctive horizons, in this area by 
yehe Richfield Oil company’s 
tWieander No. 1, near Patterson 
eavenue and Olive avenue. The 
avell came in on September 2, 
£928, flowing 5976 barrels of 30.8 


bravity oil. The well had been 
' Hrilled to a depth of 6735 feet. 

Richfield’s success resulted in 
oa almost immediate deepening 
program on most of the wells in 
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Pepper and Wardlow Area 


The Pepper drive and Wardlow 
road area lies south of the main 
fault and extends from Ameri- 
can avenue on the southeast to 


CRUDE OILS 
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TANK BOTTOMS 


SUMPS 


Aromalene, Inc. 


PETROLEUM REFINERS 


Long Beach 455-60 


1840 East 29th Street 


Long Beach, California 
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the limits of the field on the 


northwest. 


A shallow zone drilling cam- 
paign was commenced early in 
1928 near Pepper drive and 33rd 
street by completion of Macmil- 
lan Petroleum company’s No. 7. 
Drilled to a depth of 4544 feet, 
the well produced 962 barrels of 
24.6 gravity oil before water 
virtually flooded out the oil. 
This condition was caused by the 
fact that no shale barrier separ- 
ated the oil from the water sand 
which was actually part of the 
oil sand. 

The most active development 
took place quite late in the his- 
tory of the locality. It was com- 
menced by completion of Dab- 
ney-Johnson Oil corporation’s 
well No. 87, from 4840 to 5219 
feet, on Noyember 10, 1932. 


Los Cerritos Area 


The Los Cerritos portion of the 
field is bounded on the _ south 
by 33rd street and lying on the 
northeast side of the major fault 
through the Signal Hill field. 
The area was developed as a 
separate unit in the search for 
deeper producing horizons and 
the conditions encountered there- 
in are distinct from those in 
other portions of the field. A few 
deep zone wells were drilled be- 
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tween 33rd street and the maje jj 
fault zone, on the west side Ce 
Atlantic avenue, the results be 
ing very discouraging and relz 4y 
tively unimportant, 10 

Following a disastrous shallov 
drilling campaign in the are {ih 
during 1925 and 1926 it stoo| 
inactive, as the possibility oly 
deeper production was consider | 
ed quite remote. A few well, 
drilled to a depth of 6936 fee}, 
showed only negligible results. |, 


These earlier wells were drill {f 
ed along a line to the northwest\¥ 
either on or to the south of this! 
axis of the structure as show1|" 
on the Lower Brown zone con|W 
tour map. The locations extend |i 
ed from the vicinity of 33rd anc) 
Linden to 37th and Pacific. I) 
was soon recognized that theli 
productive limits of the deeyqi 
zone did not extend west of Lo 
cust avenue or north of Cameror)) 
place. Wells to the east of Locus’ |i 
avenue usually took from 300 tc‘ 
600 feet penetration and _ were|h 
completed with initial produc.|t 
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‘ions averaging 500 barrels of oil 
Her day, practically clean. The 
oe ells were all cemented at about 
lth400 feet, the top of the deep 
‘one being comformable with the 
lWrown zone above, and showing 
éhe same flat terrace effect. 


% In wells west of Locust avenue 
Water strings were cemented at 
‘iepths varying from 6400 to 7700 
Meet in an effort to obtain com- 
*nercial production, but results 
“lvere unsatisfactory, only small 
ilyuantities of oil being obtained, 
stivhich usually showed an exces- 
give cut. J. E. O’Donnel well No. 
mJonte” 1, drilled to 7956 feet 
mvith shut-off at 7331 feet, ob- 
(gained only 30 to 40 barrels of oil. 
nt Following the earliest com- 
Ipletions, subsequent wells took 
iin an additional amount of for- 
amation, prospecting ahead a lit- 
ale at a time. The_ first wells 
mvere then drilled to correspond- 
sing depths as their production 
tileclined. This resulted in many 
wnoles being deepened two _ to 
ethree times after their original 
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completion in the deep zone. 
Production was then being ob- 
tained from approximately 800 


feet between 6400 and about 7200 
feet. 


On August 16, 1930, Italo Pe- 
troleum Corporation of America 
(now Hopkins & Robertson) 
well No. “Gem” 2, on the north- 
west corner of Cameron Place 
and American avenue, was 
completed for 1200 barrels cut- 
ting 2 per cent from formations 
between 7544 and 7330 feet. The 
productive horizon evidently 
grades into a distinctly edge con- 
dition at about this location on 
the structure, as the cores be- 
tween 6400 and 7300 feet showed 
a predominance of gray sand. 
As a natural result of such a 
satisfactory completion other 
wells in the process of drilling 
were carried to about 7500 feet 
and many wells completed at 
shallow depths were taken off 
production and deepened. In the 
area just south of 36th street 
adjacent to Elm and Linden 
avenues a high pressure gas 
zone was encountered at approxi- 
mately 7300 feet. The best com- 
pletions in the Los Cerritos deep 
zone were obtained in this lo- 
eality, with initial production as 
high as 1300 to 1500 barrels a 
day. 

It soon became evident that in 
the 6400-foot zone edge condi- 
tions were encountered north of 
36th street. Various wells testing 
this area, with shut-offs ranging 
from 6500 to 6800 feet, obtained 
only mediocre production and 
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were either wet at the start or 
developed a considerable per- 
centage of water after a_ short 
time. The cores’ substantiated 
this condition, showing poor oil 
sand with streaks of gray. Water 
troubles increased, as_ usual, 
with the decline of the gas pres- 
sure. 


As a result of the foregoing 
evidence the required shut-off 
depth was lowered to 7300 feet in 
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the area north of 36th _ street. 
Even then the majority of these 
wells producing between 7300 
and 7700 feet showed a consider- 
able percentage of water. There 
is evidence, however, to show 
that between 6750 and 6950 it is 
possible to secure a_ limited 
quantity of clean production in 
this area. 

The deepest productive well 
in the field, Star Petroleum com- 
pany well No. “Colby”, was north 
of 37th street, between American 
and Elm avenues. Formerly an 
old shallow producer, this well 
was deepened to more than 8400 
feet before encountering a fa- 
vorable looking oil sand. With 
a shut-off effected at 8480 feet 
the well was completed October 
31, 1930, at a total depth of $549 
feet. “he well initially flowed 
576 barrels of 30.7 degree gravity 
clean oil, but the decline was 
very rapid, the well producing 
during November at the average 
daily rate of 244 barrels cutting 
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2 per cent. After 
heads for nine days in Decem- | 


ber, the well quit producing and |, 


nas been off production since 
that time. | 


State and Obispo Area In 

The State street and Obispo fe 
avenue area extends from near ifo 
Temple avenue and 19th st-eet ta|m 
Termino and Wilton . avenues. |) 

Previous tc the development of \de 
the deepest fe 
of jor 


the Sievers 
production 


zcne, 
in the vicinity 


flowing bywe 


- 


State street and Obispo avenue \th 


was cbtained from well No.) 
“Maaser” 1, now owned by Sun-| 
set Pacific Oil company, at the 


southwest corner of State street | 


ana Newport avenue. It was; 
completed November 30, 1927, at: 
a depth of 6342 feet, the water 
string cemented at 4750 feet. La-, 


ter developments indicated that, 


No. ‘‘Maaser” 1 drifted up struc- 


ture. Well No. “E. B. Campbell’ |, 


in 


1, of Sunset Pacific Oil company 
after a water shut-off at 5340) 
feet, was drilled to 6417 feet, but) 
was plugged back to 6232 feet. 


and thereafter production was) 


secured. Well No. “Stoll” 1, now | 


owned by the State company, 
was drilled to 6439 feet and 
then abandoned without obtain- 
ing production. Later the well. 
was redrilled and a small pro- 
ducer obtained. | 


The State company in its well 


No. “Sievers” 1, tested the forma- | 
tions from 5987 to 6427 feet 


and found them wet. It was then 


di 


¢ 
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q 
fi 


decided to deepen. Oil sand and 
Shale was cored from 6254 to. 


6601 feet, but the formations 


Martin Becker Corp. 
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vere not considered worth test- 
“ps: Oil sand, with streaks of 
cd hale, was cored from 6601 to 
i819 feet. Four and three-quarter 
ch casing was landed at 6819 


beet and cemented through per- 
orations at 6601 feet. A test was 
thade, and the well came in July 
SP6, 1929, for 2300 barrels of 30 
ilegree gravity clean oil. Num- 
‘rous other wells were deepened 
tbr new wells drilled following 
this completion. 


“| Rawco, Incorporated, brought 
In its well No. 1 October 30, 1929, 
or 2400 barrels of clean 30 grav- 
ty oil. This became the _ best 
ell in the area. Since then 
‘humerous wells have been drill- 
‘hd, but none of them except E. 
“B. Campbell well No. 1 and Pe- 
‘roleum Securities company well 
“No. “Graham” 1, had initial pro- 
'Huctions of over 100 barrels per 
‘Ray. Numerous wells in the area 
‘Failed to secure commercial pro- 
\Wuction because of crooked holes, 
Vaults, water conditions, or a 
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combination of these circumstan- 


ces. 


At the extreme southeast end 
of the Signal Hill field, near 
Termino and Wilton avenues, 
Petroleo syndicate, in its well No. 
1 (now the Hancock Oil company 
of California well No. “Signal” 
27) cemented a water string at 
5965 feet. A combination string 
was landed at 6983 feet and ce- 
mented through perforations at 
6748 feet. A 450-barrel well was 
obtained. The production, in all 
probability, came from the Sie- 
vers zone. A number of other 
wells were drilled in this vicin- 
ity, and in the area between 
here and State street and Obispo 
avenue, but without marked suc- 
cess. Dabney-Johnston Oil cor- 
poration well No. 54, at Wilton 
and Grand avenues, was com- 
pleted on the compressor for 
about 115 barrels of clean oil 
per day. This production was se- 
cured from between depths of 
6836 and 7020 feet. 


Micropaleontology indicates 
that the formations below 6000 
feet are probably of Miocene age. 
In this area there are no distinc- 
tive formations which may be 
used as definite markers for the 
purpose of correlation. The sands 
vary in texture from very fine to 
coarse, and the shales are of a 
gray to black color, but often 
appear brown when scraped with 
a knife. In certain wells thin 
streaks of chocolate brown shales 
have been recovered. Sometimes 
the shales are so hard that they 
are classified as shells, although 
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most of the shells in this area 
are of sandstone. Because of a 
lack of markers, correlation was 
very uncertain, especially in the 
early days of the Sievers zone 
development. 

The first wells drilled to the 
sievers sand were quite close to- 
gether, and in the same general 
line of strike of the formations, 
and thus furnished little infor- 
mation in regard to the dip of 
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the strata except as indicated by} tions and caused many inaccur- 


the dips in the cores. Many|ate estimates as to the depth of iin 

cores showed dips in excess of|the Sievers sand at points some- | f Our Specialty is Making 
the probable general dip of the|what distant from the early Friends 
strata in this area, due to down|wells. In Petroleum Securities 

dip drift of the wells, and were|company well No. “Graham” 1, DEL & GRACE 


misleading. Contours of upper|oil sand and shale was. cored Open 6 A; M. to | A. M. 
sands did not conform in dips or] from 6249 to 6308 feet, with a 
strikes with the -deeper forma-|body of shale from 6282 to 6302 
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SIGNAL H 
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et. It was thought that this was 
e shale body overlying the 
Sievers zone, so a water string 

as cemented at 6300 feet. The 
rmations were cored to about 
90 feet. Oil sand, shale and 
Shells were cored, all the sand 
showing cuts with ether. When 
an attempt was made to secure 
Lroduction, the well was wet. A 
lbridge was placed in the hole at 
about 6370 feet and the forma- 
tions above this depth were test- 
led and found to be dry, but with 
very little oil or gas. The water 
probably came from a source at 
about 6480 feet, where the cores 
looked possibly wet. Correlation 
I ith another well, at a later 


i jtime, indicated that this was the 
iisource of the water. The true top 
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of the Sievers zone later proved 
to be about 6565 feet in this 
well. Assuming the survey of 
well No. “Graham” 1 to be cor- 
rect, the strike of the deep strata 
in the well between this well 
and State street and Obispo ave- 
nue is about N. 45 degrees _in- 
stead of about N. 75 degrees W.., 
as some geologists had assumed 
for lack of real evidence. 


After the completion of a num- 
ber of wells in the Sievers sand, 
a study of the graphic logs of 
these wells indicated certain 
characteristics which were com- 
mon to many of the wells in this 
area. 


The main body of oil sand, 
known as the Sievers sand, is 
about 80 feet thick with few, if 
any, partings of shale. Above this 
body of oil sand is about 120 feet 
of what is predominantly shale, 
konwn as the Sievers shale. It 
was customary to cement the 
water string about 80 feet down 
into the Sievers shale and pro- 
duce from 120 to 130 feet of for- 


mation below the water shut- 
off. 
Water has been located in a 


number of wells about 40 feet 
below the top of this shale, but 
this water does not extend as far 
east as Obispo avenue. Well No. 
“Midland” 2 of the State com- 
pany is producing from between 
5510 and 6439 feet. In August, 
1931, well No. “Sievers” 1 of the 
same company was_ perforated 
from 6500 to 6600 feet, and a 
clean 70-barrel well obtained. 
Both of these wells would be 
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open to this water if it were 
present in their locality. Pre- 
vious to perforating, well No. 


“Sievers” 1 was producing for 
many months from between 6601 
and 6819 feet. The well finally 
became wet from water having 
an entry below 6700 feet, proba- 
bly bottom water. Water was 
located in Otis Hoyt well No. 8 
at about 160 feet below the bot- 


tom of the shale. 
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A few tests of formations above 
and below the.Sievers zone were 
made in this locality. 

E. R. Campbell well No. 1 cor- 
ed apparently good looking oil 
sand from 6241 to 6737 feet, 
which included the Sievers sand 
and also the zone above. Ona 
test it developed the zone was 
wet and a sand bridge was locat- 
ed at about 6440 feet, indicating 
the probable entry of water at 
that point, as the lower portion 
or Sievers zone was found pro- 
ductive and clean. 

Petroleum Securities company 
well No. “Graham” 1 was wet 
above the Sievers zone, as_ pre- 
viously described. 


Painted Hills Area 


The Painted Hills area extends 
from the main fault south to the 
limits of the field and from 
about one block east of Cherry 
avenue to the cross fault at 
Temple avenue and 19th street. 
The cross fault separates this 
area from the Sievers area. 

A number of wells were pro- 
ducing from depths of 4700 to 
6850 feet before intensive drill- 
ing of this area was started by 
the completion of Plymouth Oil 
company well No. 9. Shell Oil 
company wells No. ‘Patton Wil- 
son 7’ and “Patton Wilson” 8, 
Herndon Petroleum corporation 
well No. “Herndon” 6, and Pet- 
roleum Securities company well 
No. “Davis-Macmillan” 1, were 
outstanding, with intial produc- 
tions ranging from 700 to 3000 
barrels per day. These wells 
were put on production during 
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the years 1928 and 1929 from be- 

tween 5345 and 6850 feet. 

| Well No. 9 of Plymouth Oil 
company, on 20th street, about 
half a block west of Temple ave- 
nue, was cored to 5618 feet. Good 
looking oil sand was encounter- 
ied between 5516 and 5616 feet. A 
water string was cemented at 
15516 feet and the well deepened 
Ito about 6890 feet. An 1100-bar- 
llrel clean well was obtained 
March 5, 1930. The completion of 
this well started the intensive 
drilling campaign in this area. 
|| Water strings in the new wells 
iwere cemented between depths 
lof 5600 and 5700 feet. Most of 
lithe new wells were completed 
ibetween 6900 and 7000 feet. Pet- 
iroleum Securities company wells 
No. “Wilson” 1 and “Painted 
Hills’ 1 made some water from 
ithe beginning. It was thought 
lithat the water strings were ce- 
li mented too high, so water strings 
Klin the later wells were cemented 
Mat about 5700 feet. Clean produc- 
tion was obtained in the other 
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wells until Otis Moyt attempted Signal Oil and Gas company in 
to place his well No. 11 (now/its well No. “Signal Goodyear” 1 
Exeter Oil company, Ltd., No.|failed to secure production from 
“Hoyt” 11) on production from |6385 to 6901 feet because of the 
between 5696 and 7005 feet. It|entry of water, the major source 
was wet, and water locating in-|of which was located at 6840 
struments showed the water to]|feet. The well was redrilled and 
be entering at about 6075 feet.| deepened to 7575 feet, the cores 
The hole was plugged and re-|showing water sand to be present 
drilled to 6808 feet, a combina- | at several places below 7100 feet. 
tion string was cemented at 6460] After plugging the hole to 7100 
feet, and a clean 500-barrel well| . oor : 
obtained. Soon after a number of (Continued to,page sixteen) 
other wells became wet. Water 
was located in Dabnye-Johnston 
Oil corporation well No. 52 at ' 
6080 feet, corresponding to the CAR RO LL'S 
location of the water in well No. © 2 
“Hoyt” 11. Other wells in the|/] Ceramic Studio 
area located much higher struc- 
turally, or that have drifted 
higher structurally, have not as 
yet been affected by this water. 
These water locating tests indi- 
cated that the water in Petrol- UN Ee a 
eum Securities company wells 
No. “‘Wilson” 1 and “Painted 23251/2 Orange Avenue 
Hills” 1 was probably the same 
water as that located by Otis 
Hoyt and Dabney-Johnston Oil 
corporation, and not from forma- 
oe between 5600 and 5700 PERSONALITY HAIR STYLING .. . 
eet. 
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(Continued from page thirteen) 

feet and cementing a combina- 
tion string at 7012 feet the well 
still tested wet but the fluid 
could be swabbed to 5400 feet. 
The hole is understood to have 
drifted some distance down 
structure. 


Dabney-Johnston Oil corpora- 
tion well No. 53 was the deepest 
producer in this area, with a to- 
tal depth of 7439 feet. 


Simultaneously with this de- 
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velopment was the development 
of shallow oil sands from about 
4650 feet to as deep as 5700 feet, 
the deeper production thus over- 
lapping the productive zones de- 
scribed above. The drilling cam- 
paign for the oil sands immed- 
iately below 4700 feet was start- 
ed by the completion, Septem 25, 
1930, of Tom Cannon well No. 
“Hall-Weber” 3-A from between 
depths of 4776 and 5045 feet. 
The initial production was 1300 
barrels of clean 29 degree grav- 
ity oil. Following this complet- 
ion, a number of wells southeast 
of this location were drilled to 
depths ranging from 5000 to 5700 
feet, with shut-offs at about 4700 
feet. 


The blank casing was placed op- 
posite some formations that 
looked doubtful in a sidetracked 
hole. Magna Oil and Gas com- 
pany, Lt. well No. “The Em- 
blem” 1, was the largest produc- 
er in the 4700-foot sand, produc- 
ing from 4750 to 5220 feet. Pro- 
duction was never clean and the 
cut increased until the well died. 
Waters were located at 5080 and 
3190 feet. This well was deepen- 
ed 5500 and 5783 feet, without 
success. At a later date the well 
was taken over by the Gold Seal 
Oil corporation, redrilled to the 
zone between 4769 and 5019, and 
a small producer obtained. 


The volume of production of 
the wells in this area has varied 
to a marked degree, often with- 
out any apparent reason. 


In July, 1931, Dabney-John- 
ston Oil corporation, in its well 


‘ GRAFLUBE 


Bearing Company 


MANUFACTURERS OF OJL-LESS 
BEARINGS 


Telephone L. B. 40-2967 
Residence TOrrey 3-144! 
1416 East Burnett Street 
Signal Hill, California 


Robert E. Clark, Jr. 
Ralph J. Brigantino 
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No. 84, just southwest of Temple 
avenue and 20th street, made un- | 
successful attempts to produce 
from formations between 4060. 
and 4332 feet and between 4767 
and 5015 feet. 


Plymouth Oil company again 
centered attention on this area 
by the recompletion in March, 
1933, of its well No. 10 far in ex- 
cess of 2000 barrels of clean oil. 
Originally this well had been a 
very good producer from between | 


J. SG. KLINZING 
Const. Supt. 


JACK R. FRANK 
Gen. Manager 


KING 
Construction Co. 


GENERAL BLDG. CONTRACTORS 


3306 Lime Avenue 
Long Beach 7, California 
PHONE 402-341 


Phones 


State & Cherry Auto 
Laundry 


I5 MINUTE CAR WASH 
—Polishing a Specialty— 


E. Pacific Coast Hwy. and 
Cherry 


Long Beach 4, California 
J. L. RENO J. A. ANTHONY 


Signal Hill Auto 
Wrecking 


CARS BOUGHT, ANY CONDITION, 
i ANY AGE 


—Acres of Cars and Parts— 


2519 E. Willow Street 
Long Beach 4, California 
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: NEW LOOK for discovery well. 
ating finding of oil here in June, 1921. 


696 and 6961 feet, but produc- 
tion had declined to a small 
amount of oil with a large in- 
jprease in the water content. The 
flower portion of the well was 
abandoned and the 8%-inch wat- 
\j2r string perforated from 5020 to 
5070 feet. The same procedure 
twas followed in Dabney-John- 
jston Oil corporation well No. 76, 
land a 1350-barrel producer ob- 
j:ained from 5000 to 5100 feet. 


| 
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Old rig and unit were recently replaced by smaller, 
y= more efficient pumping unit pictured above. 
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Upper photo shows sign commemor- 


The geology of this area is 
very similar to that of the State 
street and Obispo avenue area. 
The oil deposit is a result of ac- 
cumulation against the fault or 
fractured zone that marks the 
northern boundary of the area, 
and the formations consist of 
shales, sands and Shells, but 
without consistent marker strata 


over the area. Instead of being 
17 


OXFORD OIL CO. 


BUYERS OF CRUDE OIL 
PHONE 212-31 
| 2208 South Street 
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PHONE 467-50 
i Snider's Hardware & 
0 Gifts 
t HOUSEWARE « HARDWARE . 
PAINTS e@ GIFTS i 
3390 Orange Avenue 
Long Beach 7, California 
SS 
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Designing Specialty 
Mfg. Co. 


i (ws Cc (we (ee (oe (ee (oe 
WHOLESALE and RETAIL | 


Ligh: Bulbs, Clocks, Lighting / 
Fixtures 


Fluorescent and Incandescent 


1180 East 23rd Street 


SSCL 


Chesnut Drug Co. 


FOUNTAIN 


DRUGS LIQUORS 


AND TOBACCO 


| 
643 East Willow Street 

r PHONE 422-72 
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limited to about 170 feet of pro- 
ductive horizons, as in the 
State street and Obispo avenue 
area, great thicknesses of oil 
sand have been produced with- 
out more than a trace of water. 

Gray sands have been found in 
certain edge wells, but in the 
area inside of the edge wells, 
waters that have been located 


come from sands which, when 


Home of the 
$25.00 DOWN PAYMENT 


24 Months to Pay Balance 


PUBLIC MOTOR 
SALES 


2319 E. Pacific Coast Hwy. 
Long Beach 4, California 


D. H. GRAHAM 


D. D. DUNLAP 
Dunlap & Graham 
DRILLING CONTRACTORS 
®@ Sullivan Coring Equipment 
@ Butane Equipment 
@ Steam Equipmen} 
2450 Cerritos Avenue 
Long Beach 6, California 
TELEPHONE 4-396] 


Bakersfield Office, P.O. Box 1331 
Phone 99-513 


GOOD SPANISH FOOD 


Try Our Fiesta Special 
lra'’s 
IT-A-BITE CAFE 


10:00 A.M. TO 3:00 F.M. 
Closed Mondays 
3720 E. Pacific Coast Hwy. 
LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 
PHONE 302-538 
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corded, appear to be oil sands. It 
is probable that a number of 
intermediate edgewaters have 
been drawn up the _ structure 
through oil sands because of ef- 
forts to establish high potential 
productions under the  curtail- 
ment program. In the area ex- 
tending for about 400 or 500 feet 
to the southwest of the corner of 
21st street and Temple avenue, 
waters occur below 4700 feet. 
This was proved by the overlap- 
ping of producing zones in dif- 
ferent wells. Neither is there a 
true water sand between 3000 
feet and 4120 feet, as indicated 
by the long period of production 
of Conductors Oil company well 
No. “Keys” 1 from between 
depths of 2988 and 4120 feet. 


In the wells along 20th street 
west of Temple avenue a num- 
ber of shells below 5000 feet may 
be correlated from well to well 
One shell, at depths of from 
with a fair degree of accuracy. 
5620 to 5640 feet, is particularly 
conspicuous. Another shell oc- 
curs in some of the wells at 
depths from about 6930 to 6970 
feet. However, it has been im- 
possible to correlate shells or 
shale bodies for any distance up 
structure with any marked de- 
gree of accuracy. 


The dips in the cores probably 
give a very erroneous idea about 
the dip of the strata in this area, 
due to the proximity of a fault 
or fractured zone. Many. cores 
show dips of about 25 degrees to 
a depth of about 6100 feet or 
more, the next 100 or 200 feet of 


TELEPHONE 4-5065 


Service Pipe Line 
Construction Co. 


PIPE LINE CONSTRUCTION 
2420 Cerritos Avenue 


Long Beach 6, California 


cores show dips of from about 45 |g 
to 50 degrees, while cores taken}(/ 
below this depth show about 25)(, 
degrees dip. 

The presence of a fault ori 
fractured zone running northwest} 
and southeast through a point | 
near the corner of 21st street and|l 
Temple avenue (at about 5000/1 
feet) is indicated by conditions|( 
in a number of wells. Conspicu- 
ous among these are A. T. Jer- 


E. ''Buck'' Buxton "'Pop'' Owens 


Res. Phone 4-7873 


A-1 Oilfield Welding 
Service 
SHOP AND PORTABLE SERVICE 
Drill Pipe Hard Faced on the Job 
24-Hour Service 
SHOP PHONE 4-3878 


1 
1 
1502 E. Hill Street | 
Long Beach 6, California i 
I 
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3817 Santa Fe Avenue 
Los Angeles JE. 7246 


LE-ROI-RIX 
Machine Co. 


OIL FIELD & CONSTRUCTION 
EQUIPMENT 


2648 Cherry Avenue 
Long Beach Phone 480-27 


Ritchie Construction 
Company 


OFFICE PHONES 442-23 - 402-945 
Night Phone L. B. 442-23 


WE:.. 

Buy and Sell Boilers of all Types 

Dismantle, Install and Repair Boilers 

Oil Derricks Dismantled - Leveling 
Lease to City, County and Owners 
Inspection 


We Buy All Types of Pipe and Junk 
by the Foot or Ton and Furnish 
Certified Weights 


2659 Cherry Avenue 
Long Beach 6, California 


GEORGE RITCHIE 
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5) gins syndicate well No. 3, Wood- 
{Callahan Oil company well No. 
2g, and Duncomp Oil and Gas 


company, Ltd., well No. ‘“Con- 


ductor” 2. 
stiNorth Area 


int} 


There has been very little ac- 


ijtivity in recent years on the 
Nmorth side of the hill between 
miCalifornia avenue and 32nd 


‘ls 
eT: 


street, and Loma avenue and 
Summit road, with the exception 


lof the area near Willow street 


nd Cherry avenue. 
During 1928 and 1929 Shell Oil 
ompany drilled a number of 
wells on one of its Alamitos pro- 
perties north of Summit road 


tween depths of 5200 and 5500 
feet. The completion depths var- 
ied between 5500 and 6550 feet. 
The production of the various 
wells ranged from almost noth- 
ing to over 4000 barrels per day. 
Shell Oil company well No. “‘Ala- 
mitos” 35, about 400 feet south- 

est of Hill street and Obispo 


Office Phone 4-7904 


Lovelady 
Supply Co. 


E. H. Lovelady 


General Contractor 


OIL FIELD EQUIPMENT 
AND SUPPLIES 
DERRICKS 
PIPE AND CASING 


3301 CHERRY AVE. 


Long Beach 7, California 


favenue, was completed in Janu- 
-ary, 1929, at a depth of 7090 feet, 
‘for about 190 barrels of oil cut- 
'ting 19.0 per cent. 
‘string was cemented at 5471 feet 


The water 


and the oil string was cemented 
through perforations at 6486 feet. 
Well No. “Alamitos” 33, east of 
23rd street and Temple avenue, 
was completed in November, 
1928, for about 1200 barrels cut- 
ting 10 per cent. The production 
was secured from between 5560 
and 7642 feet. 


In October, 1930, the complet- 
ion of Young Petroleum corpora- 
tion well No. “Hilton” 1-A from 
between depths of 3888 and 4324 
feet created considerable inter- 
est as it extended the productive 
limits of the Lower Brown zone. 
The well produced 300 barrels of 
oil cutting 7 per cent. A drilling 
campaign was not started as the 
property in this locality is held 
in large parcels. 


Considerable activity was start- 
ed in the area near Cherry ave- 
nue and Willow street as a re- 
sult of the completion of George 
Duty well No. “Roco” 1-A, in 


July, 1931, from between depths |. 


of 3717 and 3957 feet (Lower 
Brown zone.) The initial produc- 
tion was about 200 barrels per 
days of 25.4 degree A.P.I. gravity 
oil cutting 6 per cent. The cut 


|rapidly increased and was about 


40 per cent at the end of a 
month. Developments in this 


area indicate that an intermed- 
iate edgewater occurs above a 
shale body at about 170 feet be- 
low the top of the Lower Brown 


zone. West American Oil com- 
pany, in its Well No. 6, cement- 
ed 8%-inch casing at 3914 feet 
and apparently excluded this 
particular edgewater. A number 
of wells to the southwest of 
Cherry avenue and Willow street 
were placed on production from 
the Lower Brown zone. 


In recent years, drillers have 
found it necessary to go to 


greater depths in their search for 
one Gees os ee 


| 
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Pacific Northern 
Oil Company 


CRUDE OILS - PETROLEUM 


Phone: LONG BEACH 49898 


3249 Cherry Avenue 


Long Beach 7, California 


Day 4-9402 — Phones — Nite 4-8849 


F. E. GOBER 
Drilling Co. 
CONTRACT DRILLING 


3032 Cherry Avenue 


Long Beach 7, California 


Long Beach 
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Subsidiary of Buda Co. 


@ BUDA ENGINES 
@ GASCO POWER PUMPS 
@ SALES & SERVICE 


Los Angeles 


Bakersfield 
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oil here. One of the deepest wells 
in any of the Southern California | 
fields is Shell’s Alamitos No. 48A, J 
drilled to a depth in excess of) 
15,000 feet. 

Although many predictionsl 
have been made that the local 
field is on its last legs, wells 
that were first drilled during 
the early days of the boom still, 
continue to produce profitable i 
amounts of oil. h 

Signal Hill, like Ol’ Man River, 
seems to just keep rolling along. 
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Drilling 


Corporation 


STILL PRODUCING is the Shell Oil company well that proved that there was oil in 
Signal Hill in June, 1921. Shown inspecting the flow of petroleum from the well are 
(left to right) W. E. Feistner, construction foreman who worked on wells during the 
early days; H. S. Battle, division manager here for the company; and Ned Clark, 
division superintendent. Rig and unit shown above have since been replaced by 
smaller, more modern pump. 


Rotary Drilling 


Contractors 


Telephone 40-2169 Night 4-1969 or 4-5622 


Boswell Perforating Co. 
SCREEN PIPE SERVICE 


2875 CHERRY AVE. 


Long Beach 6, California 


Fox M. Boswell 1901 E. Wardlow Road 


Long Beach 7, California 
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(Incorporation in 1924 
Began Civic Bevelopment 


ll 


&) Signal Hill’s history as a community unto itself began 


jn 1924, less than three years after the discovery of oil 
nere. In that year, the people residing in the community 


zounty Board of Supervisors 
of State. 


Signal Hill figured in local 
1istory long before civilized set- 
lement of the area, however. 
Records indicated that the prim- 
tive Puva Indians, who had a 
settlement near Alamitos bay, 


ighted fires atop the hill to 
signal other tribes. 
'aame “Signal Hill.” 

With the coming of Spanish 
and Mexican 


Hence the 


settlers to Cali- 


OIL 


voted 334 to 211 for incorporation. The incorporation be- 
frame effective in mid-April, following its approval by the 


and the California Secretary 


fornia, the entire Signal HiJl- 
Long Beach area was given to 
Manuel Nieto, a retired army 
Upon his death in 1804, the huge 
tract was divided among Six 


heirs. Two of the survivors re- 
ceived ranches, Los Cerritos and 
Lus Alamitos, which took in what 
is now Signal Hill, Long Beach 
and surrounding communities. 


Telephone 


OC. I. Slosson 


TRANSPORTATION 


1145 East Burnett Street 


481-97 


Long Beach, California 


COMPLIMENTS OF THE 


OLYMPIC 
Refining Co. 


2425 California Avenue 


Long Beach, California 


MARK & ARICRLEOSS 


AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERING 


Guaranteed Automotive Service == 


2601 Cherry Avenue 


Long Beach 6, California 


PHONE 4090-38 t 
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The tracts were divided by what 
is now Alamitos avenue. 

Five years following division 
of the original grant, the Los 
Alamitos rancho was purchased 
by a native of Massachusetts, 
Abel Stearns. IJ] luck dogged 
Stearns’ ownership, and he lost 
it by foreclosure in 1865. The 
property passed into the hands of 
Michael Reese, San Francisco 
banker, and was finally sold in 


GOODRICH 
Engine Service 


CLIMAX SALES and SERVICE 
General Repair: Single and 
Multiple Cylinders 
Oit Field Equipment 


2099 E. 27th Street 


Long Beach 6, California 


PHONE 432-44 


DRAG BITS 
Conventional and Sizes 
Wire Line All Types 


Dunlap Welding & 
Bit Works 


CORING 


BAKERSFIELD — LONG BEACH 
Phone Bakersfield 447-35 
Phone Long Beach 403-541 

3249 Cherry Avenue 


Heavy Trucking . 
420-32 


S:1"6~ ce 


‘+|cluded George H. Cooper, 


Crail Bros. Transportation Co. 


Phones 


Los Angeles Phone NEvada 6-1364 
Truck Cranes... A-Frame Trucks... 
Semi-Trailers ... Low Bed Trailers ... Rotary Mud 


WARDLOW ROAD 


Long Beach 7, California 


the early 1870’s to John W. Bixby. 
The Bixby family still retains a 
great part of the Jand, while the 
rest has been sold for develop- 
ment. 

The Los Cerritos rancho also 
came into the hands of a Massa- 
chusetts man, John Temple, who 
married one of the Nieto heirs, 


Dona Rafaela Cota, in 1830. The’ 


ranch prospered under Temple’s 
owneiship until floods and a 
drought teriod in the early 1860’s 
forced him to offer the land for 
sale. The property was purchas- 
ed by Lwellyn Bixby, Dr. Thomas 
Flint and Benjamin Flint. Joth- 
am Bixby later became a_ part- 
ner in the enterprise and manag- 
ed the ranch. The Bixbys retain- 


ed ownership of the property| 


until it was gradually subdivid- 
ed and sold. 

Prior to the oil strike, the Sig- 
nal Hill 
mostly of truck farms, grazing 
land and a small residential dis- 
trict, all in unincorporated, coun- 
ty territory. 

At the incorporation election 
in 1924, the voters chose Mrs. 
Jessie E. Nelson as mayor. City 
councilmen, or trustees as they 
were known at the time, were 
Ray J. Miller, Arthur E. Pike, 
Vernon W. Vore and Lloyd Wil- 
liamson. 

Other city officials chosen in- 
city 
clerk; Mrs. Anna Goodyear, city 
treasurer; Vernon Lily, city at- 
torney; George Millivich, police 
chief; and Earl L. Kelly, fire 
chief. 


.  24-Hour Service 
464.71 


Winch Trucks 


pee 


area was composed | 


The newly created city was 


regarded as the richest city ofa 


its size in the United States. At 
the time of its incorporation, it 
had an assessed valuation of 
$34,000,000. 

With an original population of 


Stephens & Co., International 
Oil Field Power Units, 3015 Cher- 
ry avenue, Phone 4-1645, Long 


Beach 7, California.—Adv. 
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Surface Surveys 


BENJ. A. MOYLE 


PETROLEUM ENGINEERING 
Through 
SOIL ANALYSIS 


Core Drilling 


DIAL 891-26 


1935 Temple Avenue 
Signal Hill, California 
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McGaftey- 
Taylor 
Corporation 


OIL WELL SERVICE 
TELEPHONE 4-8193 


2877 CHERRY AVE. 

Long Beach 6, California 

WELL WASHING TOOLS 
Cementing Tools 


Combination Dump Bailer 
and Bridging Plug 
Positive Displacement 


Cement Dump 


Bakersfield Division 


Pierce Road and 99 Hwy. 
Bakersfield, California 
Telephone 2-1568 


Ventura Division 


1019 North Olive 
Ventura, California 
Telephone 9049 
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Sless than 2000, the city now/or; E. L. Albrecht sr., fire chief; 
has an estimated population of|Ted Murphy, police chief; and 
A 4004. John C. Spence jr., city judge. 

The earthquake of 1933, which Community organizations in- 
ilwreaked extensive damage in|clude the Signal Hill Business sea 

the Long each area, caused only | association, Signal Hill Civic as- 

iirelatively slight damage here. | sociation; Signal Hill Lions club,|J EDGAR BLACK CO. 
In its 24 years of existence, the] pr, Carl W. Taylor American 


if You Need Pipe or Oil Well 


Equipment 


al city has built a sturdy, modern Legion post and Capt. Rowland 


municipal building — housing 
council chambers, department of- 
fices, library, court room, police 
station and jail. The city hall, 
located near Hill street and 
Cherry avenue, is.adjoined by 
an up-to-date fire station. Mun- 
icipal developments include over 
20 miles of paved thoroughfares, 
efficient water, Sewer and gas 
systems. 

Incumbent city officials in- 
clude William J. Hobba, mayor; 
Lloyd S. Colson, Lloyd A. Tom- 
lin, William H. Hadley, council- 
men; Nellie Combellack, council- 
woman; Heber M. Chapman, city 
clerk; Gertrude A. Beebe, city 
treasurer; L. E. Irvine, street, 
~jwater and engineering supervis- 
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Thomas P. Pike 


DRILLING 


CONTRACTOR 


Los Angeles, Calif. 


B. Houston VFW post. 


‘No Oil on Hill” 


The faith of early wildcatters 
in the possibilities of oil be- 
neath Signal Hill apparently 
was not shared by all. In his 
book “The Wildcatters,” Sam- 
uel W. Tait jr. tells of Dr. W. 
Van Holst Pelekan, executive 
geologist of the Shell Oil com- 
pany, who cancelled a trip to 
Salt Lake because the com- 
pany was drilling a well at 
Signal Hill “and he had to get 
down and stop it.” Fortunately, 
Dr. Pelekaan was too late. 


Also quoted by Tait was W. 
W. Orcutt, who said he would 
drink all the oil they would get 
at the field. As the author re- 
marks, 729 million barrels is 
quite a large drink. 


Surlow Market, 2499 E. Pacific 


Coast Highway.—Adv. 


Robert I. 
Geologist and Engineer, 
Cherry Avenue, 


Plomert, 


Long Beach 7, Calif.—Adv. 
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3341 
Phone 416-76, 


PHONE 446-63 


SMITH & JONES 


SMITH CAMS SPEED EQUIPMENT 
MOTOR BUILDING FOR RACE 
BOATS AND CARS 
2612 East Spring Street 
Long Beach 6, California 


BIG VALUES IN USED CARS 
POTTER 
MOTOR SALES 


Our Cars are Clean 
Our Deals Are Straight 
Our Prices Right! 
We Buy & Sell & Finance 


2110 E. Pacific Hwy. 
PHONE 3-7578 


A. S. Johnston Drillng Corp. 


2555 TEMPLE AVENUE 


Signal Hill, California 


810 South Spring St. | 


Phone 495-41 
A. S. JOHNSTON, President 


Res. Phone 672-63 
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PHONE 301-347 


ALL STATES MOTEL 


Rooms and Apartments 


MODERATE RATES 


2297 E: Pacific Coast Hwy. 


"We Serve Only the Best of Foods" 


SPECIAL CLUB BREAKFAST 


ECKENROTH 
Sales & Service 


STEAM CLEANING 
Rentals - Pumps - Light Plants, Etc. 


2906 Cherry Avenue 


PHONE 456-62 
PHILLIP A. CRUZ 


SHOP PORTABLE 


NEVADA 619-92 L. B. 416-53 


BEN HUR 


SAVE 5¢ PER GALLON 


Refining Corp. 


on Gasoline for Your Cars and APT - ASME - ABS - STATE 


Playground Equipment 


1176 E. 25th at Orange 
Long Beach 4, Calif. 
PHONE 443-1! 


Trucks 


3328 Elm Avenue 


LONG BEACH 7, CALIF. 2350 E. Spring Signal Hill 
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Believed to have lived here 
onger than any other resident, 
ruz moved to his present home 
t 2084 Temple avenue almost 
5 years ago. He was familiar 


J 

BLANDFORD , 

Specialty Service | 

i 

Distributors for ] 

ROTARY WHEEL PERFORATION 

CLEANER h 

. . Fletcher Bailer Service .. H 

PHONE 464-83 ] 

Res. Ph. 403-619 T 
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i 2980 Cherry Avenue 

i Long Beach 6, California ] 
~/ 

"1| CHARLIE BLANDFORD, Manager {J 
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i Los Angeles Phone NEvada 6-1844 


Fowler Drilling Co. 


OIL WELL DRILLING CONTRACTORS 


OFFICE PHONE 485-85 
Residence Phone 424-34 


2450 Orange Avenue 
Long Beach 7, California 


C. L. FOWLER 
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Macrate Oil Co. 


PETROLEUM 


Development - Production 
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3341 Cherry Avenue 
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Long Beach, California 
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Resident Recalls Carly Days on 


Personifying Signal Hill’s Fiesta de Oro Negro celebra- 
ion is 83-year-old Phillip L. 
ore than half a century of local history. 


Cruz, who has eyewitnessed 


with the area long before that 
time, however, having farmed on 
the Fred Bixby ranch for many 
years. 


Interviewed shortly after his 
noontime siesta, Cruz’s dark eyes 
gleamed as he recalled the first 
months of the oil boom here. The 
pastoral peace of the country- 
side became a thing of the past 
as men and machines worked 
constantly in their search for 
petroleum. 


The busy activity, Cruz said, 
did not bother either he or his 
family. As the clatter of drilling 
operations increased about him, 
Cruz continued to quietly farm 
the 13-acre site on which his 
home is located. Relations be- 
tween he and the workers in the 
field were cordial, he _ recalls. 
Mrs. Cruz, who passed away in 
1942, often served tortillas and 
cool refreshments to hungry, 
thirsty drillers. 


Although going on 84, Cruz 
holds his six-foot frame more 
erectly than many men of half 
his years. His days are spent 
caring for his vegetable patch 
and flower garden—a _ colorful 
profusion of carnations, roses, 
gladioli, poppies and snapdrag- 
ons. 
health to the fact that he watch- 


1512 Armando Dr.; Res. Phone 
40-1014; Distributors 


Lo-Heet Stainless 
Steel Cookware 


FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION 
WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


A Few Openings for High Type 
Distributors 


3388 Long Beach Blvd. 
Long Beach 7, Calif. 


Office Phone 4-8770 
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es his diet and gets plenty of 
sleep. His “early to bed” rule will 
probably prevent him from _at- 
tending many of the fiesta’s 
evening festivities. 


Living with Cruz at the Tem- 
ple avenue address are his son 
and daughter-in-law, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ernest A. Cruz, and three 


grandchildren. Four other child- 
Cali- 


ren are residing in other 
fornia communities. 


PHONE 409-000 


CURLEY'S 
Cafe and Pool 


BOB AND EVERETT 


Cocktails 
1999 E. Willow Street 


Long Beach, California 


A. G. WELDING 
SERVICE 


ACETYLENE and ELECTRIC 


Business Phone 484-09 
Night Phone 436-47 
24-HOUR SERVICE 


2439 Orange Avenue 


Long Beach, California 


TELEPHONE 476-90 


Kight & Kreager 
Machine Shop 


TURRET LATHE — SCREW MACHINE 
GRINDING - HONING and 
GENERAL MACHINE WORK. 


1839 E. 29th Street 


Long Beach, California 


SIGNAL HPL LA FIESTA de ORO NEGRO 


FIESTA QUEEN—Chosen last month to reign over Fiesta Corky Holsombach, 21, 1906 St. Louis avenue, looks on. Con- 
events was charming, 2l-year-old Shirley Sirignano, 1952 Juni- test and coronation took place during street dance held in 
pero avenue. Mayor William J. Hobba is shown above plac- front of city hall. 

ing crown on the winsome winner as second place contestant, 


W. P. ELLERY S. W. ELLERY Whittier 41-4054 


3137 Imperial Highway 
Whittier, Calif. 


"DICK" HARMER 


INDUSTRIAL ENGINE SERVICE 


Harris Steel Fence Co. 
BAMBER & CO. 


CHAIN LINK FENCING 


Pp (ss rn (us (een (cn (enn (sce (ce (ee (me (ue (mn (ny 
Pipe Line and Sand Blasting 


Natural Gai and Butane Carburetion 
ae ; Contractors : = 
Domestic Industrial Repairs, Parts, Service 


Power Rigs 
PHONES: 
L. B. 4-2692 L. B. 4-2883 


Free Estimates Budget Terms 


PHONE 40-3941 
Night Phones: Long Beach 68-7362 


2020 E. Spring Street 
Long Beach 7, California 


3095 Cherry Ave. 
Long Beach 7, California 
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I drove from 


los Angeles to 
n faNnCisco ¢ 73 


Zz for only 


HANCOCK TEST RUN... 
Los Angeles to San Francisco... 
417.1 miles...in a new Dodge. 


Here's proof of the thrilling power... 
the amazing economy that Hancock gasoline 
provides. A new, strictly stock Dodge sedan 
was used on this fact-finding test of operat- 
ing costs... over a route that included heavy 
‘city and highway traffic. With Hancock 
gasoline, amazingly high mileage resulted, 
and the costs (based on the retail price of 
Hancock gasoline, including 6¢ per gal. tax) 
were sensationally low. You, too, can get the 
maximum of mileage and the minimum of 
travel costs with Hancock. Try it! 


HANCOCK SOCK |. 


Lee Winchester, 
test driver 


THE 4 fli lea. @ GASOLINE 
LOOK FOR THE MILEAGE-BOOSTER ROOSTER 
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SIGNAL ae ia LA FIESTA 


HILL SCENE looking north east over the main drilling area. Cluster of derricks has 
become so thick in some places that, from the air, it is difficult to see streets and 


buildings. 
eae eae aa serves Long Time as Mayor 
HALL'S SIGNAL HILL William E. Hinshaw served as 
mayor of Signal Hill longer than 
MARKET 


any other person. He was first 
elected in September, 1925, and 
retired in 1940. He moved here 


2309 E. Pacific Coast Hwy. 


i saansed in 1916, and was prominent in 
Fresh Fish, Meats, Vegetables, oil circles. 
Groceries and Liquor 
Kenneth R. Davis, Public Ac- 


Open 7 A.M. to 8:45 p.m. 
countant, 3073 Cherry avenue, 
Phone 465-82, Long Beach /7, 
Calif.—Adv. 


FINGER'S 


RALPH W. STEEN 


CHICKEN PIE DINNER. . 45c 


Wardiow Pharmacy 


PRESCRIPTION PHARMACY 


Sandwiches of all kinds. Steaks, chops, 
chicken fried steaks, southern fried 
chicken and prime ribs. Salads of all 
kinds. Our own pies and cakes. Bring 
hte family. A pleasant place for that 
dinner or an evening snack. Open 
from 7 a.m. to 1:30 a.m. 


1200 E. Wardlow Road 


PHONE 444-94 


y{ General Welding - Multi-Torch Shape 
| Burning - Welded Tanks - Steel Fab- 


NEGRO | 


Oil Production Reviewed | 


Production figures for the Sig- 
nal Hill field show a yield of 
27,435,555 barrels during 1932— 
while the nation -was in the 
depths of a great economic de- 
pression. 


Industrial Power Co., Magneto 
Sales and Service, 3160 Orange 
Avenue, Long Beach 7, Californ- 
ia.—Adv. | 


FRANK'S PLACE 


BEER SANDWICHES 


"Where Good Fellows Meet’ 


2347 Orange Avenue 


PHONE 4-4466 


. H. Warner 
E. 14418 


Vv. W. Cheuvront 
L. B. 4-7683 


Orange Ave. 
Plumbing Shop 


PLUMBING, CONTRACTING, 
REPAIRS 

HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES 
REFRIGERATION 


PHONE 403-316 


3180 Orange Avenue 


Long Beach 6, California 


Columbia Welding & 
Manufacturing Co. 


rication - Hydraulic Loading Equip- 


ment - Industrial and Agricultural 


TELEPHONE 484-17 


3249 Cherry Avenue 


Long Beach 7, California 
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